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at a glance
Casa Palopó, a private home turned luxury 
boutique hotel, is perched above spectacular Lake 
Atitlán in the Guatemalan Highlands, offering a quiet retreat 
for the sophisticated traveler who values a rich dose of 
culture with their vacation experience. 

The property is first in Guatemala to become an official 
member of the esteemed Relais & Châteaux collection. 
Each of the boutique hotel’s fifteen accommodations offers 
brightly colored stucco walls, an original collection of Latin 
American artworks, handcrafted antique furniture and 
private terraces with uninterrupted views of the lake and 
the three majestic volcanoes across the shore.

AT	A	GLANCE	
•Fifteen (15) private guest rooms, each evoking 

Guatemala’s rich Mayan heritage 

•Cozy, common living area adorned with original paintings 
and artifacts 

• International cuisine served on an open terrace lit by 
candlelight in the evenings 

•Solar heated pool with oversized lounge chairs and 
jacuzzi 

•Spa treatments performed in the privacy of guest rooms 

•A hand-craft shop retailing Mayan crafts 

•Access to cultural tours 

•Panoramic views of Lake Atitlán and its three majestic 
volcanoes, everywhere 

•Helicopter access 

PERFECT	FOR	FEATURES	ON
eco-tourism, hiking, destination weddings, wellness, romance/honeymoon, culinary, 
spiritual retreats, luxury travel, boutique hotels, culture / history, central america, etc.



  history
Casa Palopó is owned and operated by Claudia Bosch, a native of Guatemala and 
mother of four, who in 2010 checked in to the hotel as a guest and left as its next 
owner. 

Casa Palopó was originally a private home until 
it was purchased by Guatemala native Billy 
Bickford in 2000, and turned into a boutique 
hotel.  
Bickford was an art collector and good friends 
with many up-and-coming Guatemalan artists 
whose works, now much greater in value, still 
hang on the walls of the hotel.

THE	HISTORY

OWNERSHIP

In 2005, a storm hit Lake Atitlán, causing 
landslides that damaged part of the hotel and 
the small home that was perched higher on 
the mountain. As part of the rebuild process, 
Bickford sturdied the mountain, and built a 
large, two-story modern villa now located 150 
steps above the main hotel.  
In 2010, Bickford sold the hotel to Bosch, who 
fell in love with the property, the service and 
the view during a getaway to the lake. Over a 
casual lunch at 6.8 Palopó, Bickford 
mentioned to Bosch that he was looking to sell 
the hotel and move back to the states; without 
missing a beat, Bosch replied, “I’ll buy it.”



 

accommodations
Fifteen (15) spacious rooms are uniquely decorated with 
contemporary and indigenous Guatemalan artwork that hangs 
on bright stucco walls. Wooden beams span overhead, with 
cool Italian linens draping across the beds. Private terraces 
are furnished with wooden loungers, creating the perfect nook 
to absorb the views.

Casa Palopó’s largest suite, with beautiful iris blue walls, 
antique furnishings, a plush reading chaise, and oversized 
bathroom with views of the lake. Outside, a spacious terrace 
where a sofa and table for two create the perfect setting to 
read or watch the sunset over a meal or a glass of wine. This 
is owner Claudia Bosch’s favorite suite.

#1	-	SANTA	CATARINA	/	MASTER	SUITE

•Fun Fact: Because the word Atitlán comes from the Mayan word meaning, “the place 
where the rainbow gets its colors,” a pot of gold lives at the foot of many of the beds at 
Casa Palopó. 



#2	-	SAN	ANTONIO	/	MASTER #3	-	SAN	PABLO	/	JUNIOR	

#5	-	SAN	JUAN	/	DELUXE

#6	-	SAN	MARCOS	/	DELUXE

#4	-	SAN	LUCAS	/	DELUXE	

accommodations



 

In February 2018, Casa Palopó announced the completion of 
a much anticipated hotel expansion with the addition of six 
new rooms and suites, bringing the total room count to 15.

In keeping with its tradition of individually decorated locally 
inspired accommodations, these rooms offer a fresh and 
modern look, whilst still remaining loyal to the hotel’s signature 
indigenous charm. Each suite features a rustic-contemporary 
design, painted in soft earth tones of teal, lavender, yellow, 
reds, or nudes. Highlights include:

newest suites

With  lavender sponge-painted walls, this  suite’s king-
sized bed is framed in auburn wood and faces directly 
toward Lake Atitlan’s signature views. Lamps hang from 
the ceilings on each side of the bed, and the adjacent 
living room area features a large plush sofa and 
oversized  woven sitting pillows with natural wool 
wrapped  mirrors that hang from the  walls. A sliding 
barn door to the bathroom is a focal point of the room. 

#9	SANTA	CLARA	MASTER	SUITE:



  newest suites

Featuring cadet blue accents, a king-sized 
bed adjacent to a  large sliding door 
that yields majestic views of Lake Atitlan’s 
three volcanoes and surrounding greenery. 
The balcony includes a wide sitting bench 
with  plush decorative throw pillows and 
cactus plants in  Meso Goods’  kiln fired 
and cold finished planters.

			#7	SAN	ANDRES	DELUXE	SUITE:

#8	SAN	RAFAEL	DELUXE	SUITE:	 #10	SAN	FRANCISCO	SUPERIOR	SUITE:	

		#11	SAN	ANDRES	DELUXE	SUITE: 		#12	SAN	ANDRES	DELUXE	SUITE:



 

The hotel’s villa  is located 150 cobblestone steps above the main 
hotel. Decorated with  African  tribal relics and Indonesian 
wood  furnishings, the villa is perfect for couples and families who 
want to enjoy a private getaway. The villa’s private pool is almost 
surreal, boasting a palapa with wood- burning fireplace and plush 
furniture and not to mention, unforgettable views of Lake Atitlán. It’s 
the best spot of the villa, where you’ll find ultimate relaxation amidst 
inspiring scenery.

• Three (3) private guest rooms with full baths and oversized 
terraces 

• Large living area with fireplace  

• Half bath in living room 

• Full kitchen with adjacent open dining room 

• Outdoor terraces with ample seating 

• Solar-heated infinity pool and jacuzzi for guests renting the whole 
villa 

• Private poolside palapa with wood-burning fireplace and plush 
furniture 

• Two helipads 

• Room service and personal chef service available

VILLA	PALOPÓ

AT	A	GLANCE

the villa life



 

#1	-	ATITLÁN	/	MASTER	SUITE

#3	-	CERO	DE	ORO	/	SUITE

the villa life

#2	-	TOLIMAN	/	SUITE



dining

THE	MENU
E x e c u t i v e C h e f J o n a t a n G o m e z ' s 
Guatemalan-inspired dishes are infused with 
an international twist featuring ingredients 
sourced from local farms around the lake.  

From a native breakfast of fried eggs, black 
beans, and plantains, to lunch and dinner 
specialties like the hibiscus tea sauce duck, 
served with white truffle, infused mashed 
potato, asparagus, edamame, and carrots; 
the raviolis stuffed with pumpkin and cheese, 
and topped with subanik sauce; and the 
Santa Catarina scallops sautéed in vanilla 
butter, and finished with lemon, orange and 
carrot puree. The eclectic menu at 6.8 
Palopó is a fusion of traditional Guatemalan 
dishes and culinary trends. 

Open Daily from 7 a.m. to 9:30 p.m. 

DINING	AT	6.8	PALOPÓ

From the open terrace of Casa Palopó’s in-house restaurant, you can hear the birds and 
gentle splash of boats cruising across the lake. Tables are set in intimate clusters and 
dressed in white tablecloths for a dining experience that’s elegant and rustic, with colorful 
candelabras hanging above each table, softly lighting the restaurant in the evenings. 

Fun Fact: On weekends, it’s common for 
bikers to cruise through the Guatemalan 
Highlands, from Antigua or Guatemala City, 
to Casa Palopó, where they enjoy a 
desayuno tipico, or native breakfast, al 
fresco.  



at leisure

THE	POOL

Casa Palopó’s solar heated pool with 
oversized lounge chairs is where guests 
pair sunshine with spectacular views. 

IN-ROOM	SPA	TREATMENTS

From exfoliation treatments to full-body 
massages, Casa Palopó’s spa comes 
to the privacy of your own guest room 
or its outdoor terrace. 

*By the end of 2018, the property will 
feature a new wellness area which will 
feature a spa and fitness room.

THE	LENDING	LIBRARY
A cozy living area between rooms three 
and four doubles as a reading nook, 
where guests can browse a plethora of 
magazines and books. If they can take 
their eyes off the view.

THE	LIVING	ROOM
Casa Palopó’s living room is loaded with 
antiques, brightly painted walls, 
exquisite furnishings and artifacts, 
submerging guests in Guatelama’s rich 
culture without stepping outside.



 

WEDDING	PACKAGES
Casa Palopó’s team can help coordinate the following services for 
weddings of up to 100 guests: 

• Accommodations at the main hotel and surrounding villas 
• Transportation of guests to and from Casa Palopó 
• Food & Beverage 
• Ceremony  
• Coordination of officiant 
• Reception 
• Decor 
• Event set-up 
• Music 
• Flower arrangements 
• Photographer

Casa Palopó’s location lends for weddings that are as memorable for 
guests as they are for couples tying the knot. Villa Palopó’s green grass 
helipad, with magical views of the lake and volcanoes, is the perfect setting 
for an outdoor ceremony and / or reception. For couples who prefer an 
indoor celebration, the main hotel is transformed into an intimate, candlelit 
venue with designated areas for dining, dancing, and celebrating with 
family and friends.

HONEYMOON	BY	PALOPÓ
• (2) nights in Vila Las Pilas, Antigua 
• (4) nights in Casa Palopó Atitlán 
• A bottle of sparkling wine 
• Tour to Lake Atitlán villages of 

Santiago and San Antonio 
• A Mayan shaman blessing 
• In-room couples massage

weddings



 

painting change
Santa Catarina Palopó, one of Lake Atitlán’s 12 Mayan towns, has embarked on a journey 
of colorful transformation through the Pintando Santa Catarina Palopó (or Painting 
Santa Catarina Palopó) initiative. Inspired by artists Haas & Hahn (responsible for projects in 
Brazil and Haiti) the initiative is designed to foster change from the outside in, by painting 
the town’s homes and buildings with colorful murals and patterns that will capture the eyes 
(and hearts) of visitors arriving to this destination.  

Launching in 2017, the initiative aims to arouse a sense of pride among its inhabitants who 
will in turn become productive members of their community, all the while drawing more 
tourism and improving the quality of life here. 

HOW	CAN	YOU	HELP?
A main sponsor of this initiative, Casa Palopó is situated on the outskirts of Santa Catarina 
Palopó, overlooking the vast lake and its three majestic volcanoes. Guests of the luxury 
boutique can lend a helping hand with the hotel’s “Painting Change” program that invites 
guests to adopt a house by donating money to the cause that will also be the admission to 
help a family paint their home.



guatemala
Guatemala is a country in Central America, bordered by Mexico to the north and west, the 
Pacific Ocean to the southwest, Belize to the northeast, the Caribbean to the east, and 
Honduras and El Salvador to the southeast.

USEFUL	INFORMATION	FOR	TRAVELERS

Capital: 	 	 	 Guatemala City 

Official Language:	 	 Spanish 

Population:	 	 	 14.7 million  

Currency:	 	 	 Quetzal  

Exchange Rate:	 	 $1 USD = 7.8 GTQ 

Airport:	 	 	 La Aurora Int’l (GUA) 

Direct Flights (US):	 	 Atlanta 
	 	 	 	 Chicago 
	 	 	 	 Dallas 
	 	 	 	 Fort Lauderdale 
	 	 	 	 Houston 
	 	 	 	 Los Angeles	  
	 	 	 	 Newark 
	 	 	 	 New York 
	 	 	 	 Washington D.C. 

Direct Flights (Int’l):	 	 Madrid 
	 	 	 	 Mexico 

Fun Fact: With average annual temperatures falling at around 75 degrees Fahrenheit, 
Guatemala is known as “the land of eternal spring.”



getting to casa palopó

Casa Palopó is 90 miles outside of Guatemala City, on the shore of Lake Atitlán. 
The journey to and around Casa Palopó is an experience in itself, and the hotel can 
help guests arrange the following transportation options: 

Private Car Transportation: 	3 hours (approx.)  
Private Helicopter Service:	 19 minutes (approx.)

ON	THE	MAP
Lake AtitlánGuatemala City

Fun Fact:  The helicopter ride to and from Guatemala City flies over the Iximche 
ruins, one of the Major Maya centers of the Late-Post-Classic period. Travelers 
driving to and from the hotel can also visit Iximche, which is 10 minutes off the 
main road.



lake atitlán

THE	VILLAGES	OF	ATITLÁN

Atitlán is a 1,000 foot-deep lake nestled against three 
10,000 foot volcanic peaks - the Toliman, Atitlán and San 
Pedro. It is recognized to be the deepest in Central 
America. 

Panajachel / the largest and most touristy of the villages, 
with a reputation as a hippie hangout. 
 
San Marcos La Laguna / a center for meditation, holistic 
health, Reiki, and spiritual activities.  
 
San Juan de Laguna / a very small village known for the 
use of natural dyes in their textiles and the folk art murals on 
several of the village buildings. 
 
San Pedro la Laguna / where climbs of the San Pedro 
volcano begin. The climb is steep and strenuous, with 
stunning views of the crater and the lake at the top. 
 
Santiago Atitlán / on the trek up to the historic cathedral, 
shops and vendors are inescapable in this shopper’s haven.  
 
San Antonio Palopó / virtually ¨at the end of the road¨ and 
offers the most stunning view of sunset from the gleaming 
white church in the center of town; famous for ceramics.

A dozen indigenous villages line the shore, each named 
after an apostle. Life and customs have changed little over 
the centuries here. If you only had one or two days to tour 
the lake, you wouldn’t want to miss the following: 

Casa	Palopó



antigua
Located between Guatemala City and Lake Atitlán, Antigua is the perfect pit stop for guests 
traveling to and from Casa Palopó. Villa Antigua, is a three-bedroom traditional Antiguan home 
that is available for rent to guests wishing to stay overnight.

AT	A	GLANCE	

•  Three (3) private guest rooms with King sized beds, 
fireplaces and private bathrooms 

•  Open courtyard with a fountain and plenty of 
outdoor seating, typical of homes in Antigua 

•  Large living room with grand piano 

•  Spacious dining room 

•  Original artwork and artifacts throughout 

•  Heated lap pool 

•  Rooftop terrace with views of Antigua 

•  House attendant 

•  Located steps away from the center of Antigua and 
within walking distance from major landmarks

COLORFUL,	CULTURAL	GUATEMALA	PACKAGE

Fully submerge in Guatemala’s rich culture with a 
package that includes: 
•  One (1) night at Casa Palopó Villa Antigua with 

breakfast included 
•  Walking tour of Antigua 
•  Six (6) nights at Casa Palopó, Atitlán 
•  Private transportation 
•  Tours to Chichicastenango market, Santiago and 

San Antonio. 
Rates start at $370 / night.



antigua
Antigua is one of Guatemala’s most historic cities, famous for its well-preserved, Spanish 
Baroque-influenced architecture, historic ruins and spectacular cathedrals.

AT	A	GLANCE	

•  Antigua is located 30 miles west of Guatemala 
City. 

•  It was the third capital of Guatemala and one of 
the grand colonial capitals of the Spanish 
Empire from the 16th - 18th centuries. 

•  Antigua is known for its elaborate religious 
processions during Lent, leading up to Holy 
Week and Easter. 

•  The city is compact and easy to walk around. 
Central Park is the heart of the city,  where the 
reconstructed fountain is a popular gathering 
spot. 

•  Antigua holds a sizeable retirement community 
from the U.S. and Europe, as people tend to 
visit and fall in love with its colonial charm.

The	Cathedral	of	San	Jose

La	Merced	Church

WALKING	TOURS	WILL	STOP	AT...

•  The Cathedral of San Jose 

•  The Governor’s Palace 

•  Convent of Santa Clara 

•  Arch of Santa Catalina 

•  The Merced Church 

•  The Handcrafts Market



contact info
owner	 	 	 	 	 	 claudia bosch	  

marketing manager	 	 	 	 paula lehnhoff 
	 	  
facebook	 	 	 	 	 	 facebook.com/casapalopo 

instagram	 	 	 	 	 	 instagram.com/casapalopo 

phone	 	 	 	 	 	 +502 7762 2270 

address	 	 	 	 	 	 km 6.8 santa catarina  
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 palopó, guatemala 

media	 	 	 	 	 	 casapalopo@diamondpr.com
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